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REMARKS 

Applicants note that the rejection to claims 12-24 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
second paragraph, as have be withdrawn. The rejection to claims 12-15, 17-19 
and 22-24 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kayane et al. 
(4,548,612) has been withdrawn. And the rejection to claims 16 and 20-21 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious from Kayane et al. (4,548,612) has 
been withdrawn. 

Claims 12-26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious 
from Kayane et al. (4,548,612) in view of Yatake (USP 5,560,770). Applicants 
traverse. Kayane et al. describes the production of a dry dye composition with 
the purpose of producing a dye composition stable to storage, for which there is 
no mention of adding urea or the like. There is no description or suggestion in 
Kayane et al. of any liquid reactive dye composition that would be stable to 
storage. Reference is made in this regard in particular to the observation 
contained in the specification at page 1, in the last sentence of the first 
paragraph about the instability of liquid reactive dye compositions containing 
urea. These dry dye composition may then be used for producing application 
compositions, in particular dye baths, printing pastes (examples 15 and 18) in 
which there is employed a thickener (Na-alginate) or Impregnating liquore 
(examples 20 to 22) in some of which (examples 20 and 21) there is employed 
Na-alginate as a thickener. In the examples comprising printing pastes and 
impregnating liquors with Na-alginate, urea is also added. In Kayane et al there 
is no description or teaching of using urea without a thickener and there is no 
mention of biuret 

In Yatake there are described certain printing inks which contain dyes 
(which may be of various "categories',' including also reactive dyes) and a major 
proportion of a solvent system comprising certain oil soluble glycol ethers, which 



6 

! Received from < m 331 7707 > at 10/2/03 4:26:00 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



OCT-02-2003-THU 04:30 PM CLARIANT CORP LEGAL FAX No, 704 331 7707 P. 007/009 



Attorney's Docket: 1998CHOJ7 
Serial No-: 09/744,784 
Art Unit 1751 

are propylene glycol monobutyl ether (MPGmBE) and/or dipropylene glycol 
monobutyl ether (DPGmBE), together with a water soluble glycol ether and 
optionally a further water soluble organic solvent. 

As explained in Yatake at col. 2, in lines 55-59, the solubility of MPGmBE 
and DPGmBEp in the presence of the other components is reduced to <2%, so 
that at least a part of the 3-30% present will not be dissolved and a substantial 
amount of other water soluble glycol ethers or of other water soluble glycol 
ethers and glycols has to be employed in order to produce the ink. The jet inks 
of Yatake are thus compositions in which the organic solvent system is the major 
essential component and not just an optional formulation additive. 

The ink may also contain urea or a urea derivative, among which there is 
also mentioned biuret at col. 3, line 50. Of the many examples in Yatake only 
example B7, relating to the production of a printing Ink with 'C.I. Basic Yellow 11, 
mentions biuret. 

In Kayane et aL the described printing is carried out with printing pastes 
and at a pH of 10 or higher (col. 4, line 42-44) or the print is fixed in a second 
stage by treatment in a hot alkaline bath or by overpadding with an alkaline 
solution and then steaming or dry-heating. 

The jet ink printing formulation of Yatake is different in principle and 
application from the printing pastes described In Kayane et al. and the content of 
the two references does not offer any particular suggestion or hint for combining 
them. But even if - for the sake of argument - they were combined, this would 
not result in the claimed invention. Applicants therefore respectfully request that 
the objections to claims 12-26 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious from 
Kayane et al. (4,548,612) in view of Yatake (USP 5,560,770) be withdrawn and 
the claims allowed. 
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Applicants point out that claim 12 has been amended and in light of this 
amendment, Applicants respectfully request that the objections to claims 12-26 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious from Kayane et a!. (4,548,612) in view 
of Yatake (USP 5,560,770) be withdrawn and the claims allowed. 

Claim 12 is directed to an aqueous solution (P) of the defined components 
(R) and (B) and optionally (F). Claim 15 is directed to such an aqueous solution 
with an (R) -content in the range of 5-50%. 

Claim 19 is directed to printing pastes containing (P), a thickener and 
optionally an additive for adjusting the pH to 4-7. As explained above, Kayane et 
al, is not comblnable with Yatake. But even if - for the sake of argument - they 
were combined, this would not result in the invention claimed in Claim 1 9. 

Analogous considerations apply to Claim 22. 

Claim 20 is directed practically only to an aqueous pre-diluted form of (P) 
and thus the analogous considerations as for Claim 12 above apply. 

The above considerations apply also to the objection to Claim 26, 
because the primary reference cannot suggest the dye composition of Claim 12 
or 26, as the printing pastes and impregnation liquors of Kayane et al. are of a 
different composition. 

New claim 27 has been added, it is derived from claim 12 

New Claim 28 is based on page 3, lines 19-20 and 24 25, and page 4, 
lines 7-8.. 

New Claim 29 is based on page 3 f lines 19-20 and 24 25, page 4, lines 7- 
9 and 16-18, and page 5, lines 15-17. 
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New Claim 30 is bas d on page 6, line 1. 



As the total number of claims does not exceed the number of claims 
originally paid for, no fee is believed due. However if an additional fee is 
required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to credit any overpayment or 
charge any fee deficiency to Deposit Account No. 03-2060. 

Reconsideration and allowance of this application is respectfully 
requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




E. Hanf 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 38,906 

Customer Number 25,255 
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